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A conversation with afriend. Nailed?
By David Royer

My good friend of several yearsand | were enjoying lunch together and the discussion turned to why | keep the
Sabbath. | replied that God gave usamoral codeto follow in His Ten Commandments. My friend replied that his
church minister (Southern Baptist) said that lawsrelayed by Moseswere* nailed to the cross’ and we now observe
Sunday asacelebration of Christ’sresurrection.

After several minutesof each sharing our views, | turned my focusto what was* nailed”. | began by saying: “Your
minister was correct inthat over 600 lawsand ordinances given to the Hebrewswere done away with asaresult of the
crucifixion of Jesus. However, somedtill remaininforcetoday. Thosefew lavswere established and in effect thousands
of yearsprior totheformation of thechildren of Isragl.”

Our conversation on thesetopicsclosed withmy friend saying “I’ll haveto ask my minister about that.”

Thisconversation remindsmethat most professing Christiansand churcheswant to nail anything they do not liketothe
crossor areunableto tell the difference between the sacrificial law and God’smoral law. All too often they seethe
word “law” inthe Bible and assumeit isthe Ten Commandments. Another observationisthat churchestoday have
becomemoresecular or liberd. Asan example, remember my luncheon friend’ sBaptist minister? [nailed tothecross)
Hereiswhat they oncetaught:

“Thefirgt four commandments set forth man’sobligationsdirectly toward God. The Sabbath was established originaly
[long beforeMoses] in no specia connectionwith theHebrews, but asan ingtitution for al mankind, incommemoration
of God'srest after six daysof creation. It wasdesigned for all the descendantsof Adam.” Source: Adult Quarterly,
Southern Baptist Convention series, Aug. 15, 1937.

“Of course, | quitewell know that Sunday did comeinto usein early Christian history asareligiousday, aswelearn
from the Christian Fathersand other sources. But what apity that it comesbranded with the mark of paganism, and
christened with the name of the sun god, when adopted and sanctioned by the papal apostasy, and bequeathed asa
sacred legacy to Protestantism!” Source: Dr. Edward T. Hiscox, author of The Baptist Manual (dill inprint), inapaper
read before New York ministers conferenceheld Nov.13, 1893.

These Commandmentswere known to peoplelong beforeMoses time. Genesis26:4-5says, “And | will makethy
seed tomultiply asthe starsof heaven, and will give unto thy seed dl these countries; andinthy seed shdl al thenations
of the earth be blessed; Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my
statutes, and my laws.” Inorder for Abrahamto obey God'scommandments, statutesand laws, he had to know what
they were. Thismeansthat Abraham wastaught thelawsdirectly from God or from others (or possibly both).

Another reason weknow that thelaw existed before M osesand Mount Sinal isthat the Biblerefersto sin many times,
well beforeMoses. What issn? Sinisthetransgression of thelaw. (1 John 3:4)

Thisline of reasoning used to support belief in The Ten Commandmentsisappropriatefor other legacy issues, suchas
Tithing; Dietary Lawsof cleanand uncleanfood; etc.
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Coming In The Clouds
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Editorsnote: Thefollowing articlewaswritten by Elder
CharlesL Royer and published on October 2, 1950in
theAdvocateof Truth. Elder Royer wasoneof theorigind
TwelveA postleswhen the Church of God wasreorganized
in Salem, West Virginiain 1933. He served as Editor of
theAdvocateof Truthintheearly 1950's.

When Jesusfinished talking to Hisdisciples, asthey
stood onthemount of Olives, “....newastaken up; and a
cloud received himout of their sight” (Acts1:9).

As His disciples stood looking up into Heaven,
“...behold, two men stood by them in white appare!;
Whichalsosaid, Yemen of Galilee, why stand yegazing
up into heaven? thissame Jesus, whichistaken up from
youinto heaven, shall socomeinlikemanner asyehave
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1: 10,11). Thissame
Jesuswasthe onethey had been withand wasso familiar
with. Theonethat said unto them, “...Follow me, and |
will makeyoufishersof men” (Matthew 4:19).

During Hisshort ministry hereon earth, Hisdisciples
became quite familiar with Him. They went through
severa experienceswith Him, but morethan oncetheir
weaknesswas manifested. Among thelast of thewords
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toHisdisciplesarerecordedinJohn 14:2,3“...1 goto
prepareaplacefor you. Andif | go and prepareaplace
for you, I will comeagain, and receiveyou unto myself;
that where| am, thereyemay bealso.”

How will hecome? Theanswer is, Hewill comeas
Hewent. Rev. 1.7, “Behold he cometh with clouds; and
every eyeshadl seehim...” Butwill it really bethesame
Jesusthat suffered and died onthecrossfor Snners? Yes,
itwill bethe same Jesus, but instead of being in mortal
flesh, Hewill beimmorta andincorruptible. Jesussaid
in Rev 1:18, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, | anaivefor evermore...” Another textwewish
toquoteisRomans6:9, “Knowingthat Christ being raised
fromthedead dieth nomore; death hath nomoredominion
overhim.”

In order that Hemight die He had to take the nature
of mortd flesh. Maninthenatural state, when he passes
intothedeath ate, “...issownanatural body; itisraised
aspiritual body...” (I Cor. 15:44). TheLordwasraised
aspiritual body. Thiswill be plainwhenwenoticeHis
movements after Hisresurrection. When He sat at the
tablewith two of Hisdisciples, their eyeswere holden
that they didn’t know who Hewas. But when Hetook
bread and brokeit and blessed it, their eyeswere opened
and they saw it was Christ, and He vanished out of their
sight. ThisHe could not dowhileHewasinthemortal
state. Another event waswhen He appeared unto the
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discipleswherethey were met. The doorsbeing shut, or
barred, for their safety, Hestood intheir presence. This
isthenatureHewill bein when Hecomesin the cloudsof
Heaven. But it will bethe same Jesus.

Jesussaid that hewill comein the cloudsof Heaven.
Tothehigh priest Hesaid, “...Hereafter shall ye seethe
Son of man gitting on theright hand of power, and coming
inthecloudsof heaven.” Matthew 26:64. TheApostle
John said, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every
eyeshall seehim...” Rev 1.7. WhentheLordwiththe
saintsleavestheair and goesforth to fight against those
wicked nationswho will be gathered together for thelast
great andfind battle of thisage, wearetold theLord will
“... goforth, and fight against those (wicked) nations, as
when hefought inthe day of battle.” And hisfeet shall
stand in that day upon the mount of Olives...” (Zech.
14:3,4). Jobasobedievedinthis. Hesaid, “For | know
that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upontheearth” (Job 19:25).

When Jesus comes, Hewill “...comeintheglory of
hisFather with hisangdls, and then he shdl reward every
man accordingto hisworks’ (Matthew 16:27). Wewill
be changed then and belikehim; “Beloved, now arewe
thesonsof God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
likehim; for weshall seehimasheis” Andnow“... our
conversation isin heaven; fromwhencea sowelook for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our
vilebody, that it may befashioned like unto hisglorious
body, according to theworking whereby heisableeven
tosubduedl thingsuntohimsdf” (1 John3:2; Phil 3: 20,21).

W
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God said No!

| asked God to take away my habit. God said, No.
It isnot for Me to take away, but for you to give it

up.

| asked God to make my handicapped child whole.
God said, No.
His spirit iswhole, his body is only temporary.

| asked God to grant me patience.
God said, No. Patience is a byproduct of tribula-
tions, it isn't granted it is learned.

| asked God to give me happiness.
God said, No. | giveyou blessings;, Happinessis up
to you.

| asked God to spare me pain.
God said, No. Suffering drawsyou apart fromworldly
cares and bringsyou closer to Me.

| asked God to make my spirit grow.
God said, No. You must grow on your own, but |
will prune you to make you fruitful.

| asked God for all things that I might enjoy life.
God said, No. | will give you life, so that you may
enjoy all things.

| asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as
Helovesme.
God said...Ahhhh, finally you have the idea.

3 The best way to teach our children to love God is to love God in front of them.
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FEAR THE LORD

By Scott Mills

Having The Fear of the Lord in usissomething we
aretold to dointhe Biblemany timesthroughout the Old
Testament and dsointhe New Testament. When | think
of thingsthat | am afraid of | think of heights, of certain
animals, or even powerful weather such astornadoes,
hurricanes, or earthquakes. Thedefinition | found for
Fear is"an unpleasant emotion caused by the belief that
someoneor something isdangerous, likely to causepain,
orisathreat”. | know that if | weretofall fromavery
great height that gravity would bring medowntothe Earth
at ahigh speed causing me extreme bodily harm, poten-
tidly leading to my deeth. Thesameresult could possibly
happen around creatureswith potent venoms, powerful
sharp teeth, and claws. Also the same with powerful
wesgther. Theseearthly fearsared| generally thingsthat |
try my best to stay away from because | don'’t particu-
larly liketheemotion of being afraid. By thedefinition of
fear should we consider the Lord dangerous, likely to
causepain, or athreat? So how isit that wearetold we
should fear the L ord, but a solove Him and not shy away
from Himand hiscommandments?

Therearesevera areasintheBiblethat tell usthat
weshould have The Fear of the Lord and that itisagood
thing. (Psalms 19:9, Job 28:28, Proverbs 1.7, 8:13,
14:27). With these verseswe can seethat thefear of the
Lordisdescribed as*clean, enduring forever, trueand
righteousjudgment, wisdom, the beginning of knowledge,
to hateevil, and afountain of lifeto escapethe snares of
death”. Thesequalitiesdo not seem unpleasant, danger-
ous, or threatening whichwould evokeafeding of fear. |
want to start with Proverbs 1.7 mentioning thefear of the
L ord asthe beginning of knowledge. Thisknowledgeis
inbdievingthat theLordisred, that Hecreated dl things,
that the Bibleisnon-fiction and theinspired Word of God.
Unfortunately thosewho believethesethingsarenot true
or ignore them have no knowledge of God and do not
understand anything of thetruth of Hisperfection and
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power and possible grace towardsus. They are inca-
pableof learning what evil, sin, and judgment that will
comeuponthemthat existintheworld. Theseareactu-
ally the peoplewho are at greatest risk and should have
something to fear and they don’t even know it or care.
Thisiswhy itissoimportant for those of usthat do be-
lievethetruth of the Bibleto searchit so we can know the
Lord and what thereistofear. Itisal spelled out very
clearly if youarejustwillingtolearn.

When you do start searching the scripturesin belief
youwill sart to seethe other partsof thefear of theLord.
(Deuteronomy 6:12; Deuteronomy 31.6; Romans 11:20-
23; Philippians2:12; Reveation 14:7).Youwill understand
Hispower, Hisperfection, Hislove. Youwill seethat the
Lord hasactudly provided usinstruction and warning to
help usinour lives, warnings of Satan and of evil things,
instructionsand commandmentsto help usbe ableto stay
away fromsinandevil, to help uspreparefor theday in
whichtheLord will return so that we can partakein the
graceof salvation that He has provided to everyonewho
will listenand believe. Inthat way you will understand
that thefear should actually be of falling away fromthe
Lord. Thisiswhy itissoimportant for usto keepthe 10
commandments, to go to church every sabbath, to give
our tithesand offeringsto the Lord in thanks. We need
that repetition and habit becauseitisso easy for ustofall
away fromthe Lord and into ajudgment that isterrible
for us. The Lord does not want that for any person on
the Earth, but we must work out our own salvation. We
havenothing to fear of the L ord Himsalf whenweattempt
toliveintherighteousnessand peacethat He haslaid out
and wishesfor theworld and everyoneto be ableto par-
takein. | hopeto beapart of that new life, and | pray to
seeeveryonewhoisreading this, and asmany peopleas
possible, inthat righteous, peaceful world and way of life
aswell.
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The Two Pies

By Ben Delong

Pictureinyou mind an apple pie, madefrom crisp,
ripe, juicy apples. Thecrustissoft andflaky. Theflavor
the perfect mix of sweet and tart. Baked to agolden
brown, this pieisserved warmwith adollop of icecream
onthetop. Youtakeabite. Itisthe perfect applepie.

Now imagineasecond pie. Ontheleft Sde, it hasthe
same flaky crust, the same crisp apples, and the same
balanceof flavors. Ontheright side, the panisfilledwith
fresh steaming cow manure. Thepieishbaked and served
warm with the sameice cream on top. Do you takea
bite? Absolutely Not!

What if | told you that you could takeyour dicefrom
theleft side? Wheretheflaky crust and the applesand
the sweetness are. Would you take a bite then? Why
not? Becausethejuicesfrom the manure havetainted the
whole pie. Even the “good” side of the pie has been
corrupted.

The second pieislikethe holidaysof Chrissmasand
Eagter. They started with something very good—thebirth
of Jesusand Hisresurrection. But thenthey weremixed
with something very evil —pagan solstice and equinox
holidaysandther unholy practices. Whenyou mix things
that are good with thingsthat areevil and “bake’ themin
theoven of time, theresultiswholly corrupted, likethe
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second pie.

So why not just participate in the good aspects of
these holidaysand shun the evil ones? Theproblemis
that these aspects are connected and cannot be sepa-
rated. Likethe second pie, the evil has permeated the
entirety of themixture. Any participationinthem opens
the door to allow the evil to comein. TheApostle Paul
described thisin hissecond | etter to the Corinthians:

“Beye not unequally yoked together with unbeliev-
ers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belia?or
what part hath hethat believethwith aninfidel? Andwhat
agreement hath thetemple of God with idols?for yeare
thetempleof theliving God; asGod hath said, | will dwell
inthem, and walk inthem; and | will betheir God, and
they shal bemy people. Whereforecomeout fromamong
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
theuncleanthing; and 1 will receiveyou,” (11 Corinthians
6:14-17).

We cannot mix what ispaganwith thethingsof Chris.
Theevil corruptsthegood. AsPaul tellsus, “...comeout
fromthem, and be separate...”. And so, with respect to
theseholidays, we must separate ourselvesfrom them.

Answersfrom Puzze page 8

Across
3 - Fisherman
6 - Soldiers
9 - Nobleman
10- Carpenter
12 - King
15 - Harlot
16 - Shepherd
18 - Disciple
21 - Tiller
23 - Baker
24 - Ambassador
25 - Thief
28 - Butler
27 - Governor
28 - Prophet

Down
1 - Highpriest
2 - Tentmaker
4 - Nurse
5 - Judge
7 - Eunuch
8 - Handmaiden
10 - Cupbearer
11 - Wizard
13 - Slaves
14 - Mason
17 - Doctor
19 - Servant
20 - Rabbi
22 - Scribe
26 - Beggar
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Biblical
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TEST YOUR BIBLE KNOWLEGE ON BIBLICAL OCCUPATIONS
Who says puzzes are just for kids?

Directions: Fill in the crossword puzze with the words missing from the sentences above. Match the number of the
sentence to the boxes placed across or down the grid. If filled out correctly, the words will fit neatly into the puzze.

ACROSS

3 Casts nets from boats (Luke 5:2)

6 Divided clothing of Jesus (John 19:23)

9 Property owner (Luke 19:12)

10 Measurerswith aruler (Isaiah 44:13)

12 Israel asked for one (I Samuel 8:5)

15 Rahabwasknownas __ (Hebrews11:31)
16 David asa boy (I Samuel 17:40)

18 Followersof Christ (Matthew 27:57)

21 Cain wasthis (Genesis 4:2)

24 Spoke for another person (11 Chronicles 32:31)

25 Comesto steal and kill (John 10:10)
26 Head servant of Pharaoh (Genesis 40:2)
27 Joseph wasin Egypt (Genesis 42:6)

28 Dreamer of dreams (Deuteronomy 13:3)

DOWN

1 Caiaphas held this position (Matthew 26:57)
2 Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:2-3)

4 Moses real mother's occupation (Exodus 2:7)
5 Deborah was one (Judges 4:4)

7 In charge of Queen'streasure (Acts 8:27)

8 Ruth was seen as one (Ruth 2:13)

10 Nehemiah's position to king (Nehemiah 1:11)
11 Consulting oneisevil (Leviticus 20:6)

13 Israelites were these in Egypt (Exodus 1:13).
14 Stoneworker (11 Chronicles 24:12)

17 Verylearned man; teacher (Luke 2:46)

19 Paul considered himself one (Romans 1:1)
20 Another word for teacher (John 3:2)

22 \Wrote and copied text (Jeremiah 36:26)

26 Laid at city gates (Luke 16:20)

Answersfound on page 7
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Enoch and Elijah
Who went to heaven?

Thisisaquestion that hasbeen asked to ministersandin
Sabbath lessonsfor along time. Perhapswe need to start
intheNT with aversethat sumsup the question before
welook at each of theseindividuals. ItisJohn 3:13where
John plainly tellsusthat Jesusisthe only onewho has
“ascended up to heaven”. Thisthenleavesuswiththe
question of what really did happen to Enoch and Elijah
and wheredidthey go?

Asfor Enoch wefindin Gen. 5:24 that Enoch walked
with God during hisministry and was not or that wasnot
seen again of thosethat hewas ministering to. Wheredid
he go? To heaven or to some other place on earthfor a
time?We see Enoch mentioned again in the chapter of
faithin Heb. 11:5wherewe aretold that hewastrans-
lated. Trand ated does not mean goneto heaven but the
word means taken from one place and put in another
place. In Enoch’ssituation hewould havebeentakentoa
different placeto continuehisministry. Eventually hehad
to die. We know thisbecausethe Scripturestell usthat it
isappointed to men onceto die and then thejudgement,
(Heb. 9:27). It alsoteachesusthat, “...so death passed
uponal men”, Romans5:12. Wewill see another ex-
ampleof atrandationintheNT.

Asfor Elijah there is much more to his story than to
Enoch’'s. Thefirg thingweseeisin2Kings2:1andthatis
that hewastakeninto heaven by awhirlwind. Thisisnot
the heaven of God'sdwelling placeaswewill seebut the
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heaven thebirdsfly inand the cloudswe seearelocated.
Thisistheheavenly areawhere onecan breathandlive. It
isthe area surrounding the earth between the earth and
thestary heavens. Invs. 4,5wefind that the prophetsthat
livedin Jericho aso knew of thisprophecy becausethey
talked with Elishaand asked him if he was aware that
Elijah would be taken from his presencethat very day
and he acknowledged them but said “ hold your peace’
or that iskeep it to yourself. Thenin 2 Kings 2:11 the
whirlwindwith chariotsof firecaught Elijah upinto heaven.
Thisagainisthe atmospheric heaven. We know thisbe-
causewewill seeElijah eight yearslater hereon earth. To
follow this, wemust follow thetimelinefrom the death of
Ahaziahforward. In2Kings1:17-18 we seethe death of
Ahaziah and the start of thereign of Jehoram as Jehoram
will becomethecentra figurein discovering thelocation
of Elisha Wemust besureand notethat invs. 17 that this
time period and that of Elijah'scatching up by thewhirl-
windistwo yearsinto Jehoram’'sreign. Thenvs. 18 gives
usthehint that if wewant to know morelook inthe book
of Chronicles.

Wewill start in 2 Chron. 21: 6, 9,12-15. Weusevs. 9
only to show that Jehoramisstill theking and vs. 6to
show that hereigned eight years; therefore, it hasbeen six
yearssince Elishawas caught upinthewhirlwind. Start-
ingwithvs. 12 wefind Elijah writing aletter to Jehoram.
Intheletter hetellsJehoramthat sincehedid not walk in
thewaysof hisFather Jehoshaphat but walked contrary
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to God’sway following the sinful ways of the kings of
|sradl that aterribleplaguewould fal uponhim. That plague
or punishment isfoundinvs. 15 wherehewould havea
disease of hisbowelstowherethey wouldfall out. Now
vs. 18tdlsusthat the plague did comeonhimandthat he
lived with that punishment two yearsand that hedid reign
atota of eight yearsin Jerusadem. Seeing thetimeline, we
can now seethat two yearsinto Jehoram’sreignthewhirl-
wind caught up Elijah; four moreyearspassed and Elijah
wrotetheletter in 2 Chron, making six yearsthen two
moreyearsbefore Jehoram died. By thiswe understand
that the letter written by Elijah wasfour yearsafter the
whirlwind caught himaway from Elisha.

Theaction of trand ation should not betoo surprising asit
happenedintheNT aso. InActs8:36-40 Philip waswit-
nessing to the eunuch about Jesus and the eunuch wanted

Cancun Mexico

to be baptized. They went down into the water and as
they came up out of thewater “...the Spirit of the Lord
caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw himno more...”
(vs. 39). Hewasnot taken to heaven but wastrand ated
toadifferent placeto carry out hisministry. According to
vs. 40 that place wasA zotus; here he preached in many
citieseven down to Caesarea.

When we understand theword trand ated and that Elijah
wrotealetter four yearsafter thewhirlwind caught him
away from Elishathen we can understand the truth of
what happened to thesetwo men. In Heb. 11:39-40 we
find these two men along with usand thefaithful men of
the OT will bemade perfect at thesametime. Itisaways
good to know and accept the truth that God hasfor us
thantofollow theteaching of theworld, that isthe com-
mandmentsof men.

From left to right, Gonzalo Hernandez, Miguel Perez, Ricky Herrera and Pascacio Tavizon.

% Fins : \
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Thisis a property that the church owns and plans are to build a place of worship.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
PAUL JOURNEYSTO JERUSALEM
ScriptureReading: Acts21:1-17.
Golden Text: Acts21:13 (last part).

“1 am ready not to bebound only, but alsotodie
at Jerusalem for thenameof theL ord Jesus.”
NOTE: Paul isnow traveling to Jerusalem and makes
severa stopson hisway. L et usstudy about thesediffer-
ent places.

1. Name one of the places that Paul stopped at on his
journey to Jerusalem. Acts21:1-2.

2. Paul arrived at Tyre. How long was Paul at Tyre, and
did the brethrenwant Paul to goto Jerusalem?Acts21:3-
4.

3. Who went with Paul to see him depart, and what did
they do before hegot on hisship?Acts21:5-6.

4. After stopping at Ptolemais, where did Paul go next,
and what housedid hevisit?Acts21:7-8.

5. Who came down from Judeato see Paul ?Acts 21:10.
6. What did Agabus say and do?Acts21:11.

7. Did the brethren try to persuade Paul not to go to
Jerusalem, and what washisanswer?Acts 21:12-13.

8. What did the brethren say when they could not per-
suade Paul to stay out of Jerusalem?Acts21:14.

9. Who went to Jerusal em with Paul, and werethe breth-
ren happy to seethem?Acts21:15-17.

LESSON 1|
PAULINTHETEMPLE INJERUSALEM

ScriptureReading: Acts21:26-40.
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Golden Text: Acts21:26 (first part).

“Then Paul took themen, and the next day puri-
fying himself with them entered intothetemple.”
1. Wheredid Paul gowhilein Jerusalem?Acts21:26.

2. What did the Jewsfrom Asiado and say when they
saw Paul inthetemple?Acts21:27-28.

3. What did the people of the city doinActs21:30?

4. The peoplewereready to kill Paul. What did the chief
captain of thecity do?Acts21:31-33.

5. Why did the chief captain want to take Paul into the
castle?Acts21:37.

6. What did Paul say tothe chief captain ashewasbeing
led into the castle?Acts21:37.

7. What question did the chief captain ask Paul inActs
21:38?

8. Paul told the captainwho heis. Did thechief captainlet
Paul speak to the people?Acts 21:39-40.

NOTE: Wewiill learnin our next lesson what Paul said to
thepeople.

LESSON 11
PAUL’SDEFENSE
ScriptureReading: Acts22:1-30.
Golden Text: Acts22:16.
“ And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be bap-
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on thename of

theLord.”

1. Inwhat language did Paul speak to the people, and did
they listento what hesaid?Acts22:1-2.

2. Namethreethingsyoulearned about Paul inActs22:3.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

3. Of what incident did Paul first tell about?Acts22:4-5.

4. What wasthe second incident that Paul talked about?
Acts22:6-16.

5. Did God want Paul to stay in Jerusalem when hewas
first converted?Acts22:17-21.

6. What wasthe reaction of the men toward Paul ?Acts
22:22-23.

7. What did Paul say asthey bound him?Acts 22:25.

8. What did the centurion and chief captain do whenthey
heard that Paul wasaRoman?Acts 22:26-28.

9. What was the reaction after it was known that Paul
was a Roman, and what happened to him next? Acts
22:29-30.
LESSON IV
PAUL BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN

ScriptureReading: Acts23:1-22.
Golden Text: Acts23:1 (last part).

“I havelived in all good conscience before God
until thisday.”
1. What was Paul ableto say beforethemen?Acts23: 1.

2. Who wasthe high priest, and what did he command?
Acts23:2.

3. How did Paul respond to the high priest’sorder?Acts
23:3-5.

4. What werethetwo different groups of people present,
and what werethelr differences?Acts23:6-8.

NOTE: The Pharisees and the Sadduceesweretwo dif-

ferent Jewish partiesthat disagreed with each other on
Jewishlaw.
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5. What happened between these two groups after Paul
had told them hewas a Pharisee? Acts 23:9-10.

6. What didthe Lord tell Paul that night?Acts23:11.

7. What wasthe plan that agroup of Jewshad for Paul ?
Acts23:12-15.

8. Who entered the castle to help Paul, and how did he
help?Acts23:16-21.

9. What did the chief captain tell thisyoung man?Acts
23:22.

The Best Lunch

"Tell usastory, Grandma," begged thetwins. They
lovedtovisit their grandparents, especially on aSabbath
afternoon, because they had so much funtogether.

"What kind of story wouldyouliketoday?' sheasked,
asthey settled down onthefloor at her feet with thewell-
worn wooden blocks.

"Wel," said Tim, asshe started sorting out blocksfor
agarage, "l waswondering if you couldtell usanew one,
we have never heard before.”

"Ohyes, that wasagood idea. There, Tim, want some
more of thiskind?' said Janet, and Tim nodded.

"Let mesee," began their grandmother petting their
cat who had jumped up beside her on the couch. "Once
upon atime, infact, over 2,000 yearsago - therewasa
young boy. | do not know hisname."

"But he must have had a name. Everybody has a
name,” said Janet. "Even cats have names, don't they.
Blackie?' sheasked fondly. He purred contentedly asshe
paused to strokethe white spot under hischin.

"All right then. Wewill call him Jonathan," Grand-
mother continued. "Now Jonathan lived near the Sea of
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Story

Gdileeandlikedtogofishingwith hisfather.”

"What kind of bait did heuse?' wondered Tim.

Oh, what differencedoesit make?' Janet asked, "L et
usget onwiththestory.”

"WEell, did he catch any fish? That iswhat matters, |
guess,” decided Tim.

"Yes," agreed Granma, "Infact, one morning hegot
up extraearly and caught two nicefish. He cleaned them
and gave them to hismother to bake. He asked her if he
could have some of the bread, shewasbaking to takefor
hislunch the next day. You see, hewanted to find where
the crowd was gathering to listen to the new teacher. He
had heard that some of thefollowershad even beencalled.
Hismother had finally consented to let him and knew he
would probably get quite hungry after hislongwalk."

"| figured you weregoing to tell astory about Jesus,”
remarked Janet,” when you said this happened almost
2000yearsago.”

"Yes, our calendar is based on when people think
Jesuswasborn,” agreed Grandma. "But to go on, Jonathan
did start out the next day carrying hislunch and found a
group of people who were on their way to find Jesus,
too; soon alarge crowd cametogether, and they watched
aboat coming acrossthe lake. Sure enough, Jesusand
some of hisclosest friendswere getting out and coming
up onthe shore. Therewere so many peopleit washard
at first for Jonathan to see, but he managed towalk his
way through the crowd so that he could watch Jesus face
and hear what hewas saying."

"Helistened so hard that helost track of thetime.
And so did the others. When the afternoon sun wasfad-
ing, someof thedisciplesbeganto redizethe peoplewoul d
be getting hungry and some were quite far from their
homes. 'How canwefeed dl those people? They thought,
Jonathan could seetheworried ook on Phillip'sface as
hesaidto Jesus, 'It would cost alot of money to buy food
for al thesefolks.'

" Jonathan had been so busy he had forgotten to eat
any of hislunch. So, when Andrew looked around,
Jonathan said to him, 'l have somefood herein my bag.
Wouldthishelp?

"Andrew wasvery politeand hereplied. Thatisvery
generousof you, young man. Let usshow it to Jesusand
seewhat He'says.' So, Jonathan pulled out hislunchand
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gaveHimall he had - thetwo fish and thefive pieces of
bread. It seemed likeenough for agrowing boy likehim,
but for all these men and woman and childrenit did not
seemlikevery much.”

"But Jesustold thedisciplesto havethe peopleal sit
down on thegrassy slope. Then hetook what Jonathan
had offered to Andrew and said avery specia prayer,
brokethe bread and fish apart and had the disciples pass
the piecesto thewhole crowd. Whenthey al had enough
to eat, hetold hishelpersto gather the uneaten food and
not to waste any. Jonathan could not see how there could
beany |eft, but he decided to help too. Imaginetheir sur-
prisewhen they collected twelve basketsfull of leftoverd!
Jonathan could hardly believe hiseyes. Hehad heard that
Jesus could make miracles happen, but never anything
likethis. Andto think that Jesus had used hisvery own
lunch! What joy he had shared with hismother when he
camehomethat night and told her al about that wonder-
ful day!"

"How isthat for astory you never heard before?’
Grandmother asked.

"| ill do not know if it could really happen,” sighed
Tim.

"Neither do|," agreed Janet, "but | know the Bible
does say that thousands of peoplewerefed that day. We
have heard that story at Sabbath School, but you madeit
seem likewewereright theretoo.”

"Well, it wasfun trying toimage how that he might
havefdt. Thestory istoldinall the Gospels, but | discov-
ered once that only John mentions the boy, and | sup-
posed they al did,” concluded Grandmother.

Just then the door opened, and thetwinssaw Gramps
cominginafter delivering someof Grandmascustardtoa
sick neighbor. They ranto greet him and showed himthe
villagethey had been making with the blockswhilethey
listened. Thenthey asked himif hewould comeoutinthe
yard and givethem afew pushesinthe swing before sup-
per.

Why do you think thetwinsliketo visit their grand-
parents?
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14 20 20 21 22 14 21

23 14 24 25 26 21 20

22 14 24 28 25 25 16
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God sent a flood that covered the land and moun-1g™ 257 24 21 35 19 34 25 18
tain-tops. The only survivors were Noah, his family

and all the animals aboard the ark. Over a year af-

ter theflood began, thewater level dropped and Noah™ 1 19 18 22 14 24
touched down on dry land. His family and the ani-

mals were the only creatures on earth! What was

Noah's message? 10 27 3 25 16

Use this chart to decode Noah's message.

A=14
B=28
C=31
D=18
E:25 =
F=32
G=10

15 14 16 12 27 16 18 14

=27
J=33
K=12
L=20
M=15
N=16
0=19
P=11
Q=30
R=35
S=24
T=21
u=13
V=26
w=23
X=17 :'.!Ip-_I-!*': 3
Y=34
Z=29
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Feeling Alone

By David Del_ong

Whenyou arefeding aone,
Andyour lifeisdry asabone,
Then, your voice should upraise, to sing the Lord'sprai s,
Andyour lifewill bechangingitstone.




